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1. Executive Summary 

1.1 The council has received an application for a variation of the sex establishment licence 
under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (as amended by the 
Policing and Crime Act 2009) for Sunset Strip, Basement to First Floor, 30 Dean Street, 
London, W1D 3SA. The report sets out the application details, representations, policy 
and legal context along with other considerations that the Committee requires to 
determine this application. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That following consideration of the information given orally at the hearing and in writing 
by the applicants and objectors to: 

 
2.1.1 Grant the application in full 
 
2.1.2 Grant the application subject to the standard conditions and/or any modifications 

to any part of the application and imposition of any additional conditions 
proposed by a party to the hearing, or 
 

2.1.3 Refuse the application 
 

 



 
3.  Relevant History 

3.1 Sunset Strip has operated as a sex establishment since 2012. Following the grant of the 
sex establishment licence in 2012, annual renewal applications on behalf of Mr Anthony 
Curran and Mr Declan Forde have been submitted and granted under delegated 
authority save for the renewals submitted in 2017, 2019 and 2021 which were granted 
by Licensing Sub-Committee on 11 January 2018, 13 February 2020 and 12 January 
2022 respectively. 

3.2 The last renewal application for this licence was submitted on 15 September 2022.  
 
3.3 On 14 March 2023 and application to transfer the licence from Mr Anthony Curran and 

Mr Declan Forde to Sohomead Limited was received. The application was granted under 
delegated authority on 11 April 2023. This licence (reference 23/01573/LISEVT) expired 
on 30 September 2023. A copy of this licence is attached as Appendix A. 

 
3.2 A copy of the full sex establishment licence history for this premises since 2012 is 

attached as Appendix B.  

4. Application being considered 

4.1 On 8 August 2023 Sohomead Limited applied to vary the sexual entertainment venue 
premises licence to vary the layout at the premises as follwow: 

Ground Floor  
• Reconfiguration of WC to increase public facilities.  
• Reconfiguration and reduce size of the servery bar.  
• Reduction in raised area from two steps to single step.  
• Addition of loose seating.  
• General refurbishment.  
 
Basement Floor- where regulated entertainment takes place  
• Reconfiguration of stage.  
• Removal of all private dance booths.  
• New servery provided.  
• Relocation of DJ area.  
• Addition of fixed seating.  
• General refurbishment.  
 
First Floor  
• Reconfiguration of WC’s.  
• Reconfiguration of dressing room area to allow for small lounge area.  
• New dressing room provided.  
• General refurbishment.  
 
The alterations are also the subject of a variation application under the premises 
licence and that licence has offered works conditions as the works will need to be 
assessed upon completion as follows: 



 
A) "No licensable activities shall take place until the premises has been assessed as 

satisfactory by the Environmental Health Consultation Team at which time this 
condition shall be removed from the Licence by the licensing authority.  
 

B) "Before the premises open to the public, the plans as deposited shall be checked by the 
Environmental Health Consultation Team to ensure they are an accurate reflection of 
the premises constructed. Where the premises layout has changed during the course of 
construction new plans shall be provided to the Environmental Health Consultation 
Team and the Licensing Authority.  

 
4.2  The applicant has not requested to change the relevant entertainment or to remove any 

standard conditions to the licence if this application is granted. A copy of the application 
form and proposed premises plans are attached as Appendix C. 

5. Objections  

5.1 The application has received one objection from the Licensing Authority. The 
representation appears at Appendix D 

5.2 There have not been any objections received from any interested parties. 
 
6. Licensing Act 2003 Premises Licence 
 
6.1 The premises also have the benefit of a premises licence. An application in the same 

terms has also been submitted in respect of the premises licence. The current premises 
licence reference is 23/01570/LIPT and a copy of the premises licence appears at 
Appendix E  

 
7. Policy Considerations 
 
7.1 Suitability of applicant – SU1 
 

The applicant has stated that no relevant offences have been committed. In addition, the 
Police and the Council’s Licensing Inspectorate have carried out fit and proper persons 
checks and have not made any objections to the application. 
 
 

7.2 SEV carried on for the benefit of another person – SU2 
 
 The Police and the Council’s Licensing Inspectorate have undertaken appropriate 

checks and have made no comments. 
 
7.3 Appropriate number of SEV in a locality – NO1 
  

The appropriate number of sexual entertainment venues in the relevant localities is 25 in 
the Westminster core CAZ north. As the premises are currently licensed this application, 
if granted, will not exceed 25. 

 
7.4 Character of the relevant locality – LO1 



 
 Dean Street is a small street in Soho with both pedestrian and vehicular access.  Within 

a 100 metre radius of the premises, there is a resident count of 229. 
 
7.5 Use of premises in the vicinity – LO2 
 
 The main use of the premises in the immediate vicinity are commercial. There is one sex 

shop within a 100 metre radius of the premises. There are no schools, or places of 
worship within a 100 metre radius of the premises. A map of the relevant locality is 
attached to this report as Appendix F. 

 
7.6 Layout, character or condition of the venue – LO3 
 

The premises is spread over the basement, ground floor and first floors. basement, 
ground and first floors however no SEV activities takes place on the ground or 1st floors. 
 

8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee may determine to: 

(a)  Grant the application in full 
(b) Grant with additional special conditions which the Licensing Sub-Committee 

deem appropriate; or 
 (c) Refuse the application. 
 
8.2 Before refusing to renew an application, the Licensing Authority shall give the licence 

holder an opportunity to appear before and of being heard by the Licensing Sub-
Committee (Para 10(19) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8.3 In considering this application, the Licensing Sub-Committee shall have regard to any 

observations submitted to them by the Chief Officer of Police and any objections that 
have been received in writing within the 28 day consultation period (Para 10(18) 
Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8.4 The Licensing Sub-Committee may refuse to grant or renew a licence for the following 

reasons set out in (Para 12(3) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982): 
(a)  that the applicant is unsuitable to hold a licence by reason of having been convicted 

of an offence or for any other reason; 
(b) that if the licence were to be granted the business to which it relates would be 

managed by or carried on for the benefit of a person, other than the applicant, who 
would be refused the grant of such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)  that the number of sex establishments, or of sex establishments of a particular kind, 
in the relevant locality at the time the application is determined is equal to or 
exceeds the number which the authority consider is appropriate for that locality; 

(d)  that the grant or renewal of the licence would be inappropriate, having regard:  
 (i)   to the character of the relevant locality; or 
 (ii)  to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put; or 

(iii)  to the layout, character or condition of the premises, vehicle, vessel    or 
stall in respect of which the application is made.  

 



An applicant whose application for the grant or renewal of a licence is refused on either 
ground specified in paragraph (c) or (d) above shall not have the right to appeal to the 
magistrates’ court. 

 
8.5 If the Licensing Sub-Committee determine to grant a Sexual Entertainment Venue 

licence, the licence will be subject to the Standard Conditions for Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licences, unless the Sub-Committee determines that certain Standard Conditions 
should be expressly excluded or varied (Para 13(4) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8.6 Should the Licensing Sub-Committee determine to refuse the application for the renewal 

of a licence under Paragraph 12(3)(a) or (b) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A 1982, the applicant 
may appeal to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days beginning with the date on which 
the applicant is notified of the refusal of his application (Para 27(1) Schedule 3 
LG(MP)A1982). 

 
9.  Human Rights and Equality Issues  
 
9.1 In making a decision consideration will need to be given to the applicant’s rights under 

the European Convention on Human Rights. The right to peaceful enjoyment of 
possessions (Article 1 of the First Protocol) and freedom of expression (Article 10) may 
be relevant.  

 
9.2 The Council in its capacity as Licensing Authority has a duty to have regard to its public 

sector equality duty under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. In summary section 149 
provides that a Public Authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to 
the need to- 
(a)       eliminate discrimination harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is 

prohibited by or under this Act; 
(b)       advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and persons who do not share it; and 
(c)        foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristics and persons who do not share it. 
 
9.3 Section 149 (7) of the Equality Act 2010 defines the relevant protected characteristics as 

age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and 
maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 
 

9.4 An Equalities Impact Assessment has been conducted and the Council believes that the 
granting of this application for the sexual entertainment venue licence renewal for Sunset 
Strip will not have an adverse impact or unlawfully discriminates against any protected 
characteristics. 

 
Appendices 

 
A - Copy of existing sex establishment licence 
B - Sex establishment licence history  
C - Application form  

 D – Objections 
 E – Applicant supporting documemnts 
 F - Copy of premises licence 
 G – Map of locality 



  

If you have any queries about this Report or wish to inspect any of the background 
papers please contact: Kevin Jackaman on 020 7641 6500 or at 

kjackaman@westminster.gov.uk 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 
Sexual Entertainment Venues Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 
Sexual Entertainment Venues Guidance and Procedure effective 17 February 2012 
Home Office Guidance March 2010 
 



 
Existing Sex Establishment Licence 23/01573/LISEVT       Appendix A 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sex Establishment Licence History         Appendix B 

 
 

Licence Number 
 

 
Application 

 
Determination 

 
Date Granted 

12/02487/LISEVN Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Committee 

11.06.2012 

13/07301/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority  

17.12.2013 

14/08306/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

9.12.2014 

15/08431/LISEVR 
 

Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority  

4.11.2015 

16/10306/LISEVR 
 

Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

2.12.2016 

17/10883/LISEVR 
 

Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Committee 

11.01.2018 

18/11617/LISEVR 
 

Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority  

16.11.2018 
 

19/12460/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Committee 

13.02.2020 

20/08821/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

26.10.2020 

21/10396/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Committee 

12.01.2022 

22/08759/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

31.10.2022 

23/01573/LISEVT Application to transfer 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

11.04.2023 

23/05227/LISEVV Application to transfer 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Awaiting 
determination 

N/A 

 

 
 
 
 
 





 





Proposed Premise Plans                    
 

 



 





Objection comments                          Appendix D 

 
Licensing Authority objection 
 
I am authorised on behalf of the Licensing Authority of Westminster City Council to carry out its 
functions 
in considering Sex Establishment applications made under the provisions of Part II, Schedule 3 
of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.   
 
I write in relation to the variation application submitted for a sexual entertainment licence at 
Basement to First Floor, 30 Dean Street, London, W1D 3SA which was made by Sohomead 
Limited. 
 
The application seeks to vary: 
 
This variation is made in accordance with pre-application advice received from Ian Watson, EH 
(23/01270/PREAPM)  and the details of the variation of plans are 
 
Ground Floor  
• Reconfiguration of WC to increase public facilities.  
• Reconfiguration and reduce size of the servery bar.  
• Reduction in raised area from two steps to single step.  
• Addition of loose seating.  
• General refurbishment.  
Basement Floor- where regulated entertainment takes place  
• Reconfiguration of stage.  
• Removal of all private dance booths.  
• New servery provided.  
• Relocation of DJ area.  
• Addition of fixed seating.  
• General refurbishment.  
First Floor  
• Reconfiguration of WC’s.  
• Reconfiguration of dressing room area to allow for small lounge area.  
• New dressing room provided.  
• General refurbishment.  
No changes to the main entrance, circulation staircases or secondary means of escape.  
No changes to the operating hours, activities or capacity conditions.  
The alterations are also the subject of a variation application under the premises licence and 
that licence has offered works conditions as the works will need to be assessed upon 
completion as follows:  
 
A) "No licensable activities shall take place until the premises has been assessed as 
satisfactory by the Environmental Health Consultation Team at which time this condition shall be 
removed from the Licence by the licensing authority.  
B) "Before the premises open to the public, the plans as deposited shall be checked by the 
Environmental Health Consultation Team to ensure they are an accurate reflection of the 
premises constructed. Where the premises layout has changed during the course of 
construction new plans shall be provided to the Environmental Health Consultation Team and 
the Licensing Authority.  
 



The Licensing Authority has reviewed the application in detail and has concerns with the first 
floor. The concerns are around the reconfiguration of the dressing room area to allow for a small 
lounge, and the proximity of the dressing rooms to an area allowed for the customers to drink. 
The Licensing Authority would like further submissions to the questions below. 

1. The wording on the plans state ‘Private Room’ will this room have performances? 
2. Are customers allowed in this area? 
3. Will customers be able to drink alcohol on the first floor? 
4. How will the first floor be operated and controlled? i.e waiter/waitress service and 

seated? 
5. How can the applicant ensure that customers won’t enter the dressing rooms? 
6. What will the terrace be used for? 
7. Can you drink on the terrace and will there be performances? 

 
The Licensing Authority look forward to further submissions from the applicant in regard to the 
application so it can be assessed further.  
 
Please accept this as a formal objection. 
 
 

 





 



 
 



Premises licence 23/01570/LIPT                                                     Appendix F 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





Map of Locality                    Appendix G 
 

 
 
Resident Count: 229 
 
Faith Groups: 0 
 
Schools: 0 

 
Sex Establishment: 1 
 




